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%‘?m TACTICS FOR KINGS

Dr. S. Scundarapandian,
Curator

e

We could glean many tactics in the advice of Matalasa, to
her son Arkkan recounted in Markandya Purana, a
Sanskrit treatise.

Matalasa’s ways are quite suitable for even today’s
world.

So, we can ponder over her tricks which can be listed
out simply as follows :-

I. Never divulge your secret talks.

2. Use spies to know whether your own minister or
officials are having underhand dealing with your
enemy.

3. Never believe your friends and relatives solely.

4, Make friendship even with your enemies for yoﬁg
betterment.

5. First make sure that your own officials will not
stab at your back and then fight with your enemy.

6. Wait for time to smash your enemies.

7. If you are entangled amidst your enemies, don’t
show your true colours, until you come out of them
safely.

8. Make your enemies to believe that you are not
liking other’s properties and at the appropriate
time never forget to grab their kingdom.
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9. Never hesitate to spend your wealth for your
rule; but at {h@ same time, be adding wealth by
all means.

10. Try to enjoy your life; don’t be worrying about
the possible evils that may befall on you.

11. Always keep doing things such that your enemies
strength is deteriorated, day by day.

12. Strengthen your battalions.

13. Learn to show your grim visage and smiling face
according to situations. ¢

14. Keep your people at your command and service
by attracting them through all means.

15. Make your people to believe that it is sin to aspire
for king’s wealth; and in this way, protect your
assets.
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